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MATT. XXV. 34, 35, 36. 


Then Be the King ſay to them on his right hand, come 
Je bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the Foundation of the World : For T was 
an hungred, and ye gave me meat ; 1 was thirſty, and 
ye gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
in; naked, and ye cloathed me; I was ſick, and ye 
viſited me ; I was in priſon, and ye came unto me. 


S there is no Virtue more excellent in its Na- 

A ture, more honourable to our ſelves, or more 

uſeful to Mankind than that of Charity; ſo I 

do not know of any that has more Topicks to re- 

commend it. The Occaſions of exerciſing this Duty 

are many and frequent, and they are often ſuch as 

call upon the Miniſters of the Goſpel to inculcate and 

pu it, and yet the Subject is not exhauſted, but af- 
ords {till ample Matter for our Meditation, 

This Anniverſary Meeting which we now celebrate, 
gives a ſucceſſion of fit Opportunities for a Diſcourſe 
of this Nature. And, blefled be God! it is a very 
noble Demonſtration that theſe Diſcourſes are not in 
A 3 Vain”; 
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vain ; that they do move the Hearts and Aﬀections of 
the Hearers, and that the Seed ſown produces a plen- 
tiful Crop, to the Relict of Multitudes, ſome of which 
are the Ornament and Glory of the preſent Solemnity. 
And it muſt needs be a ſolid Comfort to all that are 
truly zealous for the Honour of our Holy Religion, 
to find, that among all the Corruptions of the Age which 
are ſo juſtly complain'd of, there is yer ſuch a Spirit 
of Charity viſible in this great City, as plainly ſhews 
that Chriſtianity has a Life and Vigor among us, and 
that there are not wanting Numbers of thoſe who 
make it appear that they love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by their Pity and Compaſſion to his ſuffering Mem- 
bers. | 

What I am now to read to you is an ample Teſti- 
mony in this Matter, viz, 


A true REPORT of the great Alumber of Poor Children, and 
other Poor People, Maintained in the ſeveral HOSPITALS, 
nnder the Pious Care of the L O R D Mayor, Commonalty, 
and Citizens of the City of LONDON, the Tear laſt 


paſt. 
ChriſPs Hoſpital. 

Hildren put forth Apprentices, and diſcharged out of 
Chriſt”s H ſpital, the Year laſt paſt, 225; ten whereof 
being inſtructed in the M ATHEMATICNS 

and V AVIGATION, were placed forth Apprentices top 125 
Commanders of Ships, out of the Mathematical School, Found- 
ed by his late Majeſty King Charles the Second of Blefled me- 
mory mmm 


Children 


LY 
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* Children Baried the year laſt paſt ——_—_————_  _ 
Childrea now remaining under the Care and Charge of ie? 
363 


ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept in the Houſe and at Nurſe elle- 
where 30g, And 54 newly admitted, amounting in all tc 

The Names of ail which are Regiſtered in the Books kept in the 
ſaid Hoſpital, and are to be ſeen, as alſo when and whence they were 
admitted, 

W hich being ſo many in number, and the charge of keeping them 
very great, (and being ſti!] deprefſed by the very great loſs, which 
was ſuſtained by the late Dreadful Fire) it's hoped many worthy and 


good Chriſtians will liberally afliſt towards ſo uſeful and beneficial a 
Charity. 


St. Barthbolomen's Hoſpital. 
Here have been Cured and diſcharged from the Hoſpital of } 
St. Bartholomews the Year laſt paſt, of Wounded, Sick | 
and Maimed Souldiers and Seamen, and other diſeaſed Perſons, 
from ſeveral parts of the Dominions of the Kings moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, and from Foreign parts, many of which have 52217 
been relieved with Moneys and other neceſlaries at their de- 
parture, tho” (as it hath pleaſed God ) the greateſt part of the 
c—_ of the ſaid-Hoſpital was conſumed by the late dread- 

1] Fire =—_———— 
Buried this year, after much charges on them 109 
Perſons remaining under Core in the ſaid Hoſpital — 278 
The difficulty of the times being ſach, and the Contingent Chari- 

ties exceedingly leſſen'd, the ordinary revenue is not ſufficient to ſup- 
port above a Moyety of the charge of the whole, by which means the 
Y numbers received in and cured this year are fewer than the preceding, 
and without the charity of well diſpoſed perſons are not capable of be- 


ing advanced. 
. St. Thomas Hoſpital, 

Po have been. cured and diſcharged from St. Thomas's | 
;Hoſpital in Southwark, this taft Year, of Sick, Wounded, 

and Maimed Souldiers and Seamen, and other diſeaſed Perſons, 

from ſeveral parts of his Majeſties ,Dominions, and from Fo- 

reign parts; many of which have been relieved with mony, | 

and other neceſlaries at their departure ; tho' much of the Re- 

venue of the {aid Hoſpital has been deftroy'd by ſeveral dread- 

ful Fires in London and Southwark z and moſt of the Buildings of 


» 
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this Hoſpital being very old, low, damp, and incommodious | 

for the reception of ſick and wounded perſons; the Governours $1952 
have rebvilt a great part thereof, tn which they have already 
laid out of their own free gift many thouſands of pounds ; and 
have maintained the ſame number of Patients for cure, whilſt 
the ſame building has been carried on, To compleat _ 
whole, there is ſome part now building, which, without the 
aſſiſtance of charitable perſons, cannot wel] be accompliſhed : 
the yearly revenue being much leſs. than will defray the con- | 


ſtant charge. } 

Buried this Year after much charge in the time of their ſickneſs 148 

Remaining under Cure at the charge of the ſaid Hoſpital Fg© 
Bridewel Hoſpital, 

Eceived- this laſt Year into the Hoſpital of Bridewell, Va- 


grants, and other indigent and miſerable people, many 
whereof had both Cloathing, and ſuch other Relief as their ne- 
cellities required, being in great Diſtreſs, and ſent by Paſles 
into their Native Countries. 

Maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought up in divers 
Arts and Trades, at the only Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Ap- 
prentices; notwithſtanding it pleaſed God, the Hoſpital, and 
all the Houſes within the. Precin& thereof, (which was the 
. greater part of its Revenue) were wholly conſumed by the late 
dreadful Fire ; beſides the great loſs ſuſtained in the Remains 
of its Revenue by two terrible Fires, the one in June 167 3; 
and the other in November 1682. which hapned in Wapping. j 

Bethlem Hoſpital. 
=——_ Hoſpital of Bethlem is of great neceflity for the keeping and 
curing Diſtra&ed Perſons, whoſe miſery, of all others, is the 
moſt deplorable, becauſe they do not apprehend the ſame, it diſabling 
the Mind, as well as the Body. 
Brovght into the ſaid Hoſpital the laſt year, diſtrated Men 
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and :-Wamen D— _— na 
Cured of their Lunacy, and diſcharged thence the ſaid year — 45 
Diſtracted perſons buried the laſt year +» - =nanm———_ 0 


Phyſick, Dyer and other Relief, at the charge of the ſaid Ho- 


ſpital Ho INOS 


m—_ 


Now remaining there under Cure, and provided for with 2 
131 
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The Charge whereof is great, and the Revenue of the ſaid Ho- 
fpital ſo ſmall, as not to amount, to one half part of the yearly Expen- 
ces thereof ; and the Building of the old Hoſpital of Bethlem being | 
Ruinous and not Capacious to receive and contain the great number 
of diſtracted Perſons ; for the Admiſſion of whom, daily Applicati- 
ons are made to the Governours thereof. 

Upon a Chriſtian and Charitable Conſideration of the Premiſes, 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the City of 
London, did lately grant ſufficient Ground to ere a more commo- 
dious Houſe for the keeping and curing the ſaid Lunaticks, and di- 
ſtrated Perſons: In the Building and Finiſhing whereof, the Gover- 
nours of the ſaid Hoſpital have laid out and disburſed above Seven» 
teen Thouſand Pounds, whereby not only the whole Stock of the ſaid 
Hoſpital is expended, but the Governours thereof have been neceſſi- 
tatedto take up ſeveral great Summs of mony, for the finiſhing the ſame, 
And therefore the ſaid Hoſpital is a very fit obje& of all good mens 
Charity, to do as God ſhall enable them, toward the relief of the ſaid 
poor Lunaticks, and Payment of their Debts; there having been, 
and daily are, by the bleſſing of God, and the charge of the ſaid Ho- 
ſpital, and the Care of thoſe that arc intruſted therewith, divers re- 
duced to their former Senſes, 


Beſide what is done toward the Relief of ſo many in theſe ſeveral 
Hoſpitals, the Preſident and Governours of the Corporazjon for the poor 
of the City of London, lately ere&ed, have begun an admirable deſign 
for the employing the common Poor,- and clearing the Streets of idle 
Beggars and Vagrants ; and for catrying-it on, they have advanc'd a 
conſiderable Loan of Money out of their own private Caſhes, where- 
with they have provided Work-houſes and neceallry-Implements ; 
and have already taken into their care, out of the ſeveral Pariſhes in 
the City, above 200 Children, whom they provide with Dyet, 
Cloathing, and InſtruQtion, and bring them up to work at our Manu- 
factures ; and they have contracted for the teaching about 800. more, 
whom they will likewiſe conſtantly employ, and take their Work off 
their hands for the beſt Price, 

And they hope that, by the generous Contribution of Charitable 
Perſons, they ſhall be able in a ſhort time to ſet to work all the Poor 
of the City of London and the Liberties thereof ;, and likewiſe to employ 
all poor Mechanicks, in-the ſeveral -Employments they have been bred 


to, or ſhall be capable of, and to take off all the Work they m_ 
| B tho 
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tho? they ſhould loſe thereby, that ſo they may prevent any of their 
Inhabitants from living idly, and wanting Work, whereby many are 
forced to beg, ſteal, or to have recourſe to other diſſolute, vicious and 
unlawful PraQtices. 


This being a work of ſo great Uſe, and of ſuch excellent Example, . 


they truſt all good Men will lend their Aſſiſtance toward it z eſpecial- 
ly ſince it is now in its beginning, and moſt wants Encouragement - 
And ſhovld it fail, would probably diſcourage other Parts of the Na- 
tion from attempting the like ; but if it ſucceed and flouriſh, it may 
in time ſpread over the whole Kingdom, to the unſpeakable Advan- 
tage of the Publick, not only in increaſing our Manufactures, but in 
bettering the Manners of the poorer ſort of People. 


Theſe are indeed very good Tokens of a Chriſtian. 
Diſpoſition among us; and it is the continuance, the 
rowth, and the propagation of this Chriſtian Diſpo- 
rio, that is the main End of this Day's Aſſembly. 
And it muſt be confeſſed, that the Aſſembly it ſelf is 
a very forcible Motive to it, where the Beauty, the 
Comfort, and the Uſefulneſs of ic appears by thoſe 
numbers of poor Creatures who are relieved by it. And 
this cannot but have its efte& upon all that ſee it, and 
mult be felt without my Dire&ion. 

But the great Feſtival now depending, determines 
my Thoughts to Arguments of another nature, and 
the Commemoration of the Reſurrefion of our Lord, 
which muſt enliven the Hopes of our own, urges me 
to preſs you to Charity and Compaſſion ar this time, 


rather from the Fruit you your ſelves ſhall reap from- 


it in another, World, than that Support your indigent 
Rrethren ſhall receive from. it in this.. 


And. 


[ 7 ] 

And for that reaſon I have made choice of theſe 
words, which are a part of the account that our Sa- 
viour himſelt gives of the great Reſurrefion, and of 
his coming to judgment at the end of the World. Which 
he begins at the 31. Perſe, telling us, that When the 
Son of man ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy Angels 
with him, then ſhall be fit upon the throne of his glory: And 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations, and be ſhall ſepa- 
rate them one from another, as a ſhepherd diyideth his 
ſheep from the goats. And be ſhall ſet the ſheep on his 
right band, but the goats on the left. And then follow 
the Words of my Text, Then ſhall the King ſay un- 
to them on his right band, come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, &c. 

Now theſe Words contain the moſt noble Arguments 
for mercy and pity, that can poſlibly be applyed to the 
mind of Man: All a&s of compaſſion done to our 
wanting Brethren, are repreſented here as done to our 
Saviour himſelf, and are declared to be fo taken and 
accepted. . This acceptance is farther illuſtrated by the 

lorious Reward that attends them, a Kingdom prepared 
from the foundation of the world, and that will laſt when 
this World ſhall be no more: And further yer, by che 
particular place theſe works have, in the reaſon tha is 
given for this wonderful retribution ; for 1 was bun- 
gry, and ye gave me meat ; thirſty, and ye gave me drink, 
&c. Where 'tis obleryable, that no other good works 
B 2 are 
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are mencion'd, but thoſe of Charity and Mercy; from 
whence, though we muſt by no means gather that 
good ations of other kinds will not be regarded, yer 
the leaſt we can conclude, is, that theſe will have a 
peculiar degree of acceptance, and that the Charitable 
Man ſhall have a diſtinguifhing ſhare of the Character; 
The bleſſed of the Father. Now-it Charity at the Re- 
furre&ion ſhall be, before Angels and men, thus acz 
cepted, thus rewarded, and thus diſtiaguiſhd, and that 
by our Saviour himſelf, fitting in all the pomp of the 
laft judement ; *tis not caſte to imagine any thing that 
can be ſo perſuaſive to move us, not only to exerciſe 
this Virtue, but to be zealous in promoting it, and 
deſirous to excel in it: Tis a Conſideration that will 
work on our Reaſon, our Gratitude, our Intereſt, and 
our Ambition, the moſt vigorous and active ſprings in 
human Nature ;- and it muſt be either not well illu- 
ſtrated by the Preacher, or very ill conſidered by the 
hearers, if it does not make a very ſenſible and laſting 
impreſſion on our Hearts, . 

I ſhall therefore confine my preſent diſcourſe, to 
this threefold Argument for ' Charity and Pity, repre- 
ſented in my Text ; and ſhall diſtinaly offer ro your 
reflection the ſeveral parts of it. 

I. Our Saviour's accepting the Charity we ſhew to 


our diſtreſſed Brethren as done to himſelf, 
IL, The 
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IT. The Reward which it ſhall meet with in the Re- 
furre&ion. 

[1T. The diſtin&tion, and peculiar degrees of glory, 
that ſhall attend the Charitable Man in anothet 
Life. 

]. I begin with the firſt, Our Saviour's accepting the 
charity we ſhew to our diſtreſſed Brethren, as done to him- 
felf. That he does thus accept it, is ſufficiently evident 
from the words in the Text, I was hungry and ye gave 
me meat, &c. But to make it yet more plain, and 
conſequently the more to enforce the Duty, he frames 
an Anſwer from the Righteous, v. 37. &c. When ſaw 
we thee an hungred, and fed thee, or thirſty, and gave 
thee drink? &c. Intimating, that they could not i- 
magine how they ſhould be entitled to the merit of 
ſo many ſervices to him, whom they had never ſeen 
in his ſtate of humiliation ; and that therefore, how 
great ſoever their Loye to him were, they could not 
pretend to have had ſuch occaſions of expreſſing it ; 
and this Anſwer our Saviour makes for them, to uſher 
in his own reply. v. 40: Then the King ſhall anſwer, 
and ſay unto them, verily T ſay unto you, in as much as 
ye have done it to one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me, 

If then, by this repetition and afſeveration, it be put 
out of all doubt, that our Saviour does accept our 
Charity to his and” ow poor Brethren, as done- to 


him- 
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himſelf ; it muſt be out of all doubt too, that ic ought 
very nearly to affeft us, and that whether we conſider 
theſe words as giving a Rule for our direction, or an 
occaſion for our gratitude. 

1. If we conſider this as a Rule for our direfion, then 
the ſtrength of it will be briefly this. Our Saviour is 
intimately affefed with the wants of our Brethren, pi- 
ties their affiions, commilerates their pain, grieves 
himſelf at their grief and ſorrows, and has a fellow- 
feeling of their - miſeries ; his tenderneſs 1s fo great for 
them, that he reckons them his Friends, his Brethren, 
yea even Members of his Body, and parts of himſelf ; 
the comfort or relief that is adminiſtred to them, is 
lo acceptable to him, that he profeſles hinaſelt to feel 
a mighty ſatisfaCtion and comfort in it; and what can 
rhe conſequence be leſs than, go thou and do likewiſe ? 
Is there any better pattern for us to imitate ?- Or can we 
regulate our judgment and affeftions by a nobler Mo- 
del ? Is the bleſſed Feſus, the Son of God, the Saviour 
of the World, ſo nearly concerned for thoſe that ſuf. 
ter? And ſhall we who carry his name, believe his 
Dodrine, and profels to imitate his example, have no 
concern at all, or but a cold and diſproportiond one? 
This ſure is highly unfit and unreaſonable ; and there- 
fore, while our head profeſles this tenderneſs for all his 
Members, the Members ought to have a like compaſh- 


on one for another, and whether one member ſuffer, all 
| the 
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the members ſhould ſuffer with it ; or one member be com- 
forted, all the members ſhould rejoyce with it ; 1 Cor. 
12. 26. Such force has the pity of our Saviour to 
command ours, if we conſider him barely as our pat- 
tern and Example, Bur there are two reflexions un- 
der this head, which will make the impreſſion yer 
deeper. 

(1.) The firſt is, that our Saviour is in Heaven, at 
the right hand of his Father, remov'd far from all poſli- 
bility of Suffering in his own perſon : He has over- 
come mortality, and all its Appendages, troubles, in- 
firmities, and even Death it ſelf, and is in poſſeſſion 
of a Kingdom, Glorious, Eternal, and exempt from 
all misfortunes ; and yet in this ſtare of immutable Hap- 
pineſs, he has this tender compaſſion for thoſe who 
are combating with the calamities of this: lower World. 
How much greater reaſon then have we, to have bow- 
els of Mercy toward thoſe who ſuffer, ſince we our 
ſelves are in the ſame condemnation ? Our perſons and 
our condition are both here frail and uncertain, and we 
are ſubject to the very ſame miſeries that any of our 
fellow Creatures ſuffer, and we do not know how 
ſoon providence may call us to be tryed by them. Now 
tis a moving Argument to pity, that the caſe we com- 
miſerate may one day be our own; and the very re- 
flexion on what we would then defire for our ſelves, 
mult melt us into Charity toward other men. 


(2) And 
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(2.) And this puts us in mind _..of a ſecond reflexi. 
on; that our Saviour has no other ſpring to move 
him to this tender regard of thoſe who ſuffer, but his 
own infinite mercy and compaſſion ; he can receive no 
real Retribution, and no Acceſſion to his Happineſs 
by it. He neither wants their prayers, their thanks, nor 
their returns. But our caſe is quite otherwiſe ; the Alms 
we give may be amply repaid in fervent prayers, that 
will pierce the Skies for us, and not return till they 
have gain a Bleſſing on our perſons or-dehigns ; the 
thanks and acknowledgments that follow our bounty, 
may increaſe our good name or our intereſt in the 
World; and an exemplary Charity to the poor and 
diſtreſſed, may entitle our ſelves or deſcendants to an 
univerſal aſſiſtance, when it ſhall be our turn to want 
it: And all theſe things have a ftrong influence upon 
human Nature, and muſt ſuggeſt, thar if we are bound 
ro imitate our Saviour, .and to be\merciful after his 
Example, barely for the fitneſs and \yefitude of the 
ching 1n it ſelf ; then certainly we are Kill under grea- 
ter obligation, not only to tread in his Reps, but to 
do it with zeal and conſtancy, when there are ſuch con- 
current Arguments as theſe to quicken our reſolutions 
and endeavours. 

2. Bur our Saviour's acceptance of Charity as done 
co himſelf, does not only afte&t us as a Rule for usto i- 
mitare, bur urges to the practice of this duty roward 

Our 
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our Brethren, in gratitude to our Saviour to whom we 
owe ſo much. Our returns, as I before hinted, can- 
not properly reach him, nor can we really repay what 
he has done for us; and therefore if he directs our 
acknowledgments to any other Objects, whom he 
ſhall make his Proxies and Receivers, our debt tohim 
muſt oblige us to pay what we can there. Since then 
our Saviour declares thac the pity and the relief which 
we afford to perſons diſtreſſed, ſhall be accounted as 
if it had been applyed to himſelf in perſon, the very 
ſame Arguments muſt move us to Charity and com- 
paſſion to the poor and miſerable, that call for our 
gratitude to our Saviour and Redeemer. And one 
would think there ſhould be no need to mention theſe , 
they are ſo many, that ſome of them muſt be always 
before us, and they are of that force that it'is very hard 
to reſiſt them. But fince human Nature is too apt to 
be inſenſible, or cold, or forgetful, I ſhall crave leave 
to excite your Charity, as it is a piece of gratitude to 
our Sahiour, on theſe four accounts. 

(1.) As he is one that loves us ; and that with ſuch 
a degree of tenderneſs, as human affe&ions can never 
meaſure, and human expreſſions can never de- 
ſcribe; he who is God bleſſed for evermore, left the 
boſom of his Father to dwell among us ; he uni- 
ted himſelf to us, not in appearance only, but in na- 
ture ; took our fleſh and blood upon him, made us 
C his 
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his Friends, his Brethren, and even Members of himſelt, 
undeſerving, unproftable, and rebellious as we were | 
And for no other reaſon that we can farhom, bur his 
own good will and unmerited kindneſs, he diſtin- 
guiſhd Man from thoſe Noble Beings, that wanted a 
Redeemer as much as we ; for he took, not upon him the 
nature of Angels, but he took upon him the ſeed of Abra- 
ham. Now the moſt natural effe&t of Love, is-to be. 
get Love again, and a Love reſembling that which 
calls for it. . And can we ſee what has ſo lovd us, 
and what we ought ſo to love again, poor, and naked, 
and hungry, and grievd, and grant no compaſſion 
or relief? And yet this is our caſe, when we are hard- 
hearted and uncharitable to our afflicted Brethren, 'Ti'is 
our Saviour that ſuffers in them, and calls for our 
help; and when we commilſerate their condition, and 
ſupply their wants, we are but obliging and grateful 
to him that firſt loy'd us. 

(2.) Our gratitude is due to our Saviour as he. is 
our great Benefattor, as one whoſe love has not been 
bare Benevolence, but has flow'd to us in ſtreams of 
unſpeakable bounty ; he has not only pityed our igno- 
rance and blindneſs, but has illuminated our minds, b 
a clear Revelation of the Will of God, and the Duty 
of Man; he compaſſions our weakneſs, and he ſup- 
ports it by his conſtant Encouragement and Aſliſtance ; 
he intercedes for our pardon daily, when we do amils ; 

and 
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and he as daily offers his Grace, to enable us to do bet- 
ter ; he protefts us and guides us in this World, and 
has prepared Manſions ſor us in a future. And can 
we live under theſe, and infinite more continued 
bleſſings of the like nature, and never think of doing 
any thing in return ? Benefactions do certainly create 
a debt, and though, may' be, civil Laws do not take 
notice of it, or cannot enforce it, yer the Law of Na- 
ture does oblige us to re-payment. And it we can 
pay ſuch debts as theſe, only by communicating ſome 
of our conveniences, perhaps only our ſuperfluities, to 
Creatures like our ſelves, whoſe wants call tor it, and 
whoſe comfort and eaſe, and ſometimes even Lite and 
Being depend upon it, ſure we ought to be pleaſed 
with the occaſion and to cloſe with it, and rejoyce that 
our Saviour affords us any means, eſpecially ſo rea- 
ſonable and ſo grateful ones, of demonſtrating our 
ſenſe of his Love, and our gratitude for his BenefaFions. 
(3.) The compaſſionate Jeſus is not only our 
Benefactor, but our Deliverer too, and has reſcued us 
from the moſt intolerable Evils that human Nature 
could groan under; from the tyranny of ſm, the 
wrath of God, and everlaſting death. "This is indeed 
one of his Benefa&tions, bur I mention it diſtinfly, be- 
cauſe our ſenſe of Evil is much more quick and af- 
feting than thar of Good, and deliverance from whar 
hurts or torments us, does infinitely more oblige than 
C 2 addi- 
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additions made to our happinels; kindnefſes and good 
rurns that are done us in our proſperity, very often 
loſe their price with us; our negligence overlooks them, 
or our pride undervaluesthem, or reckons them as due, 
But the Evils we lye under convince us of our Fraily, 
and emptineſs, and repreſent our deliverers as fraught 
with favour and obligations. How do we reſpect thoſe 
who reſtore us to our health, from a painful or a tedi- 
ous ſickneſs! How do we honour them who deliver 
us out of captivity or impriſonment, and bleſs them 
for the ſweets of that liberty, which we regain by their 
help! And how do we magnifie that condu&, and 
that courage, which reſcues us from a Tyranny on 
our Conſciences, or oppreſſion in our Rights or Eſtates | 
No Honour, no Zeal, no Service is thought enough 
and truly ſcarce any is enough, to ſhew the inward 
feeling we have of ſuch benefits Now would we but 
apply this Argument to the preſent caſe, it would have 
more weight than it can in any other inſtance. No 
Deliverer can free us from ſuch Evils as our Saviour has 
done ; no Phyſitian can heal us like thac Phyſitian of 
our Souls, no Conqueror can retrieve us from ſuch a 
Captivity as that we were under to ſim, or from ſuch 
a Tyranny as that we were oppreſt with by Satan, 
who led us atnay captive at his will, And then the na- 
cural reſult muſt be, that all that we can do to teſtifie 
our acknowledgment is here moſt juſtly applyed, that 
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whatever we can return is ſtill roo little, and our mind 
muſt always owe, what our a&ions cannot ſuffcient- 
ly expreſs; and this ſhould make us deſirous of occa« 
ſions for our Charity, ready in embracing 'em, and 
zealous in promoting the end of them. We ſhould 
think we could never do good enough, to expreſs our 
thankfulneſs to him who has deliverd us from fo 
much Evil; nor could we reckon our ſelves worthy 
of the Happineſs we enjoy, while we could fee any 
poor Members of our Saviour in miſery, calling for 
our aid, and yet wunreliey d. 

(4.) But there is one further reflexion, that im- 
proves all that has been yet faid ; and that is, that 
our Saviour reſcued us from miſery, by undergoing it 
himſelf, and became our Deliverer by becoming our 
Sacrifice. And this raiſes the Obligation to its full 
heighth, and muſt put che Soul upon its urmoſt ſtretch 
tro anſwer it. All the other Topicks of gratitude car- 
ry along with them ſome invitation to the perſon that 
obliges us. To love even the unworthy, is the exerciſe 
of the moſt beautiful and charming quality of the 
mind ; to do kindneſſes to thoſe about us, is a very 
pleaſant way of being kind to owr ſelves; to F gr 
thoſe who want ir, and to relieve the opprefled, is to 
ſuccour our own perſons, and to relieve thoſe yearn- 
ings, which the miſery of others creates in us, by a 
kind of ſympathy in human Nature, But ſuffering has 


nothing 


[ 18 } 
nothing in it to make it agreeable, humanity ſhrinks 
at it, and cannot be reconciled to it; no reſolution 
or.courage embraces it for it ſelf, and therefore he 
that ſuffers for us, cannot do it for his own, but meer- 
ly for our ſakes, and ſo lays on us the pureſt and moſt 
improv'd obligation. But this our Saviour has done, 
and has ſuffer d for us beyond what we can conceive, 
becauſe we cannot comprehend the dignity of him that 
ſuffered, nor the weight of that wrath of God which he 
bare for us, and had a perfect ſenſe of ; in one word, he 
laid down his life, and underwent a painful and i9no- 
minious death for us, upon the accurſed Tree; and 
{ſhould we not account then that he has bought us 
with a price, and that our Life, our Bodies, and Souls 
are his? And if he may juſtly call us, ro lay down 
even our /ives for his ſake, ſhall we be backward 
when he calls but for a ſmall portionof what we can well 
ſpare, to his poor Family that wants it ? Should any 
Man have ſo wonderful a love for another, as to lay 
down his own Head to ſave him from Execution, and 
ſhould the Relations or Children of that very perſon 

fall to poverty and want, would not he that was ſavd 
by him from Death, reckon all that he had due-to 
their relief? Now our Charity is diſpenſed not to the 
Relations or Family, but the very Members of our Sa- 
viour, nay to himſelf, for he alone till lives after 
;Death, and is ſenſible of this return. And let this be 
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conſidered, and I think the obligation cannot be further 
improvd: Let a Man bur refle& that the merciful 
Jeſus was Scourged, and Pierc'd, and Crucifid for 
him; and let him bur fancy that the hungry, the 
blind, and the Lame, in one word, all the miſerable 
are the Members, the body of this bleeding and ex- 
piring Saviour, and then let him be hard-hearted 
and cruel if he can. 

I have been the longer upon this Topick for our 
Charity, the gratitude we owe to our Saviour, be- 
caule I think it is the moſt moving one to a gene- 
rous diſpoſition, and Charity ſhould always flow 
from a diſpoſition that is generous, and above the 
narrow lik of. intereſt and ſelf-love ; but be- 
cauſe we cannot have too many tyes-to {o excellent a 
Virtue, and fo great an ornament of our Nature, I 
muſt paſs on to thoſe which may work even upon them, 
who have ſome tin&ture of the Mercenary and Ambiti- 
ous, For, 

[[. The ſecond motive to Charity contained in the 
Text, is an Argument of intereſt, viz. The Reward it 
ſhall meet with in the Reſurreftion, expreſſed in theſe 
words, inherit the Kingdom prepared for- you from" the 
Foundation of the World. Now this is an expreſſion thar 
hints to us both the greatneſs and the continuance of that 
Happineſs which the Charitable.Man is encouraged to 
expect, | 
The 
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The World has nothing greater than a Kingdom, at 
leaſt nothing that men generally think greater, or covet 
more z and therefore ſince our conceptions of a future 
ſtate, muſt be framed by notions taken up in this, there 
is no other way to deſcribe it, but by an alluſion to 
thoſe things which are here the object of our deſires or 
enjoyments. And for this Reaſon eternal Happineſs is 
call'd a Kingdom, a Crown, a Throne, and the like; be- 
cauſe men who are in pofleſſion of theſe are ſuppoſed 
(how truly they beſt know who have them) to be in 
poſleſſion of all that is defrrable in this Life ; bur ſince 
theſe are expreſſions ſuited to our conceptions, the mean- 
ing of them muſt be, that the Joys of Heaven ſhall e- 
qual, not what theſe things are in reality, (for perhaps 
that would not be worth our wiſhes,) but what our 
imaginations tancy they are; or that the ambitious can- 
not promiſe himſelf fuch charms in a Crown, as the 
charitable Man ſhall find in Heaven. Burt then, that 
Heaven may not loſe its value with thoſe men who 
judge beſt, thatis, thoſe who ſee the vanity of all, even 
the greateſt things on Earth, the Scripture often ſup- 
plies the defect of ſuch fimilitudes as theſe by plainer 
Language; and aſſures us, that eye has not ſeen, nor 
ear beard, neither hath it :enter d into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, the things that God has laid-up for them that love him. 
And we may add, for them who love their Brethren 
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-Such is the weight of the glory that ſhall one day 
be revealed in the Charitable Man, and *cis not the 
leaſt Article in it, that it is a Glory which ſhall not be 
done away; for 'tis a Kingdom prepared from the Founda- 
tion of the World. Tis true, theſe Words ſeem at firſt 
ſight only to denote the Certainty of this Reward, as 
that which the eternal purpole of God, which cannot fail, 
has prepared for good men , but they very well imply 
the Eternity of that ſtate, and intimace thar it 1s a part 
of that bleſſedneſs which God himſelf enjoys, which 
was before the World, and for that reaſon muſt be after 
it. They are created things only that are mortal, and 
what was from Eternity before this World was made, 
muſt be to Erernity when it is diſſolved. 

So that theſe two Conſiderations ſeem to involve all 
that can poſſibly be deſired in any ſtate, that it is per- 
fe Happineſs, and that it will always be ſo; and if 
this be the Reward of the Charitable Man, then I think 
theſe three things are very plain. 

1. That what we give away in Charity, is not loſt; 
it is not a- waſte made of the good things we enjoy, as 
the ſelfiſh Man is apt to imagine, who thinks that pe- 
riſhed, which is remov'd from himſfelt ; 'tis bur lent, and 
will be repaid in due time; for he that pityeth the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord, and look, what he layeth out, it ſhall 
be paid him again. A little expe&tarion will re-imburſe 


us, and we may throw our bread upon the waters, and it 
will 
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will return to us after many days. It will probably enough 
find us on this ſide the Grave, bur if not, it will make 
2 ſure rerurn beyond it. The poor whom we relieve 
may never be in a capacity to recompenſe us, bur 
their ſurety always is, and he will recompenſe us at the 
Reſurrefion of the juſt. 

2. What we beſtow in Charity, is better preſerved 
for us, than it can poſſibly be by any other method. 
All che Matter of our Charity is ſubject to decay, and 
IS ys 1 in it ſelf; 'tis Charity only that can pre- 
erve it for ever. The Bread we deal to the hungry, 
and the Drink we reach to the thirſty, would but mould 
and ſour if we kept them by us. The Garments where- 
with we Cloath he naked, would be eaten up by Moths 
and Rottenneſs, if they were not employ d. And even 
our Silver and Gold is expoſed to Ruſt and Rapine, and 
at beſt can ſerve us no biter than this preſent Life. 
Now this is but an inſignificant moment of the great 
duration of man, which is to all Eternity. And for this 
reaſon that YVirtue muſt be of wonderful Advantage to 
us, that can render theſe immortal, and make them ule- 
ful in another Life. And yer this is certainly done by 
Charity and pity, He therefore is the wiſe Man, who does 
not lay up for himſelf treaſure upon earth, where ruſt and 
moth doth corrupt, and where thieves break, through and 
fleal, but lays up for himſelf treaſure in heaven, where net- 


ther ruſt nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break 
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break through and ſteal. And he is the beſt friend to him- 
ſelf, who is a kind friend and Benefactor to others, 
who makes to himſelf friends of the mammon of unrighteonſ- 
neſs, who, when it fails, will receive him into everlaſting 
habitations. | 

3. What we beſtow in Charity is more improv'd, and 
brings us in greater adyantage, than all our policy and 
ſucceſs can produce by any other means. And this is the 
Argument that generally works upon an avaricions tern- 
per; the Covetous Man does not love barely to have 
bis Gold kept, but to have it increaſe and multiply ; 
and will be willing to place it, where he may be ſure 
to receive bis own again with nſury. Now the encreaſe 
here is too viſible to want illuſtration : We give a ſmall 
Alms, and receive a Kingdom; a ſhort repaſt,. and have 
a continual feaſt for it: We Adminiſter ſome of rhe com- 
forts of this Life, and are paid with the Joys of a future; 
or we keep our Brocher a little longer alive on Earth, 
and for it we live for ever with our Father which is in 
Heaven. Charity then does but ſow for a wondertul 
Crop, and in due time it muſt reap above a thouſand- 
fold if it faint not. 

And what other way have we to beſtow our wealth 
with ſuch wiſdom, in ſuch ſecurity, and to ſuch Advan- 
tage ? Would welock it up, and do no body good; or 
ſpend it in Luxury, and do our ſelves miſchief by it? 
Would we throw it away vainly and prodigally, and 
D 2 e 
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be laught at ; or make iran Inſtrument of Oppreſlion, 
and be hated? Would we render our Riches Baits to 
raiſe the Deſires of the ſtrong, and provoke them to rob 
us; or to move the Envy of the malicious, and tempt 
them to deſtroy us? Or which is yet wore, would we 
lay up our Reſt in them,, make them our dependance, 
and place our Confidence in our Wealth';, and ſo-af- 
front Almighty God, and call down his Pengeance'to 
difſipate our Fortunes, to plague our Bodies, and to 
damn our Souls ? All other ways do but make whar 
God defizn'd for our Comfort, to be to us an occaſion of fall- 
ing. And who: would not then take Charity for his 
Direftor in diſtributing his Worldly Goods, to pleaſe his 
God, to oblige his Saviour, to give his Brethren Support, 
and himſelf Immortality ? 

I. We come now to conhider our third and-laſt 
Motive to Charity. The Diſtin&son and peculiar degrees of 
Glory which ſhall attend the Charitable Man in another Life. 
Thisis indeed an Argument proper to work upon our 
Ambition, and-therefore may be thought to haveno place 
here, fince we can hardly imagine that there is room 
for Ambition in Heaven. "The leaſt Manſion in that 
bleſſed State will ſufficiently fill all our Defires, and 
even ſurpaſs our Hopes 3 and to be a Door-keeper in the 
Houſe of our Ged, will be a more honourable and happy 
Employment, than to govern in the Palaces of Princes. 

Burt yet God repreſents to us in Scripture, that there 
are 
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are degrees of Happineſs in another Life ; and God ne- 
yer repreſents any thing-in vain, but expects it ſhould 
have its influence upon us. It he reveals to us that there 
are ſome Places in Heaven it ſelf more deſirable than 
others, it is for this end, that we may more deſire them, 
and be more enflamed in our 4fettions, and more ear- 
neſt in our Purſuit of them : For there is the very ſame 
reaſon for our more Fealous proſecution of a greater 
Good, as there is for our proſecuting of Good at all. So 
that when greater degrees of Glory are propoſed to in- 
vite us to Charity, *tis that we may particularly en- 
gage in this Work, and promote it with more than 
ordinary Zeal; tis that we may endeavour to excel 
and be eminent in this Chriſtian Duty here, as we would 
excel and be eminent in the Triumphant Church of Chriſt 
hereafter. ; 

We do not know wherein will conſiſt the diſtin&ion 
between Saints in Heaven, but wharever it is, it will 
be lomething thar is excellent and deſirable, and an Ac- 
ceſfion to our Happineſs; and we ought to believe ir 
is worth ſtriving tor ; and tis commendable, and what 
God expects from us, to aſpire after it. 

If ic conſiſt in greater Perfeion in our ſelves, a no- 
bler exaltacion of our Nature, and improvement of our 
Faculties ; the common Principle of Self-love will carry 
us to defire it; and befides, all Perfection bringing us 
the nearer to God s Image, the Love of God roo, which 
we 
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we ſhall have in Heayen in- the greateſt degree, and 
ſhould have here in ſome proportion, ſhould urge us to 
covet it as far as poſſible, and to endeavour to be as 
like him as we can, 

If ir conſiſt in being more eſteemed by the Angels and 
bleſſed Spirirs, and more belov'd by the Saints, many 
of whom the Charitable Man may have reliev'd in their 
militant State ; there is no good Man but would ear. 
neſtly wiſh to approve himſelf to the Judgment, and u- 
nite himſelf to the AfeFions of ſuch glorious Beings as 
far as poſſibly he could ; eſpecially, fince they are to 
be his Company to all. Eternity ; and the enjoyment of 
their Sociery is one great-part of his Happineſs. 

Or if it conſiſt in a greater ſhare of the Love of God 
and our Saviour, a nearer approach to them, or a 
cloſer Inſight into the glorious Excellencies of the Di- 
vine Nature z we cannot defire too ardently to have all 
poſſible Advantages for ſo delightful and raviſhing a 
Contemplation, to come as nearas wecan to.our God, the 
Fountain of all Perfetion,to be as much as poſlible with 
. him, and asdear aspoſlibleto him. Sure there is nothing 
more defireable than to follow the Lamb whitherſoever be 
eoeth, and to be the firſt Fruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

There can be no queſtion of this, that the greateſt 
degrees of Glory in Heaven are to be endeavour'd at- 
ter wich the greateſt degrees of Aﬀection and Earneſt- 


12/9; nor can it be doubted, bur that our temporal Goods 
are 
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are moſt wiſely diſpenſed in ſuch as of Pity and 
Charity, as may give us an expectation of this exceedins 
and eternal weight of Glory ; all the difficulty is ro find 
out the reaſon of this Diſtintion; and to know upon 
what grounds it is, that the Charitable Man is entitled 
ro this wonderful Advantage, and that an Alms on 
Earth ſhould find ſuch acceptance in Heaven. 

Now though we ought always to be entirely ſatisfy'd 
with the Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs of God s Condutt, 
and to conclude that ic mult be neceſlarily wiſe and good, 
though we cannot ſee diſtin&tly the reaſons of it ; yet 
becauſe Man does not love an arbitrary Dealing, but 
is deſirous to have his Underſtanding go along with his 
Will; and becauſe it may perhaps be ſome further 
Motive to quicken our Charity, I ſhall point out two or 
three of thoſe grounds, which we may probably guels 
do give Occaſion to this Procedure ; and thoſe [ ſhall 
but hint very briefly, and ſo conclude. 

1. Becauſe the Charitable Man moſt reſembles God, 
in that Attribute which he profeſles himſelt moſt to de- 
light in, viz, his Mercy and Compaſſion. So that if there 
be different degrees of Happineſs in Heaven, and theſe 
are to be attained by if cem: degrees of Goodneſs on | 
Earth, and this Goodneſs be nothing elſe but the Imita- 
tion of the Divine Perfe&tions; then it may reaſonably 
follow, that though the copying God's Juſtice, Truth &c. | 
may entitle us to a Reward, yet the copying of his _ 
Wi 
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will entitle us to the nobleſt part of it ; becauſe this 
mercy is what God is pleaſed -himſelf to give the ff 
place to, and which he exalts above all the reſt of his 
Attributes. 

2. Becauſe the Charitable Man gives the trueſt figns 
both of the-Love of God and of his Neighbour, which are 
the two great ſprings of all our Duties. He ſhews he 
loves God, becauſe he will part with what men gene- 
rally love beſt for his ſake, and that is his worldly po/- 
ſefions. And he ſhews he loves his Neighbour, becauſe 
he cannot bear that he ſhould be afflicted, but brings 
him relief even without conſtraint. Now it ſeems but 
ft and agreeable, that he that belt approves his love to 
God, ſhould have diſtinguiſhing marks of God's love to 
him; and that he that beſt loves Mankind, ſhould 
have the firſt place in the Happineſs of Man. 

3. Becauſe the Charitable Man is one who moſt cruly 
imitates our Saviour Jeſus.Chrift, all whoſe Life among 
men was but one continued act of Charity ro them. He 
went about doing good, healing the Sick, reſtoring ſight 
.-to the blind, ears to the deaf, feet to the lame, ec. 
nay tis very obleryable, that thoſe very, miracles which 
he did for the Confirmation of his Do&rine, which 
.wvas directed to the good, of the Souls of men, were 
generally ſuch things as brought relief to their Bodies. 
Now if God has highly exalted the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
3nd given him a name above every name, and if our fpl- 
lowing 
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lowing our Saviourto Heaven, depends upon our tread- 
ing in his ſteps here, the Charitable Man is prepared to 
be the neareſt him in his Kingdom, who molt reſembles 
him in his Condu&Z. 

4. Laſtly, Becauſe the Charitable Man is moſt like 
to be ſtored with all other Virtues and Graces that a- 
dorn a Chriſtian ; a generous contempt of this World, an 
unſhaken Faith in the Promiſes of God, a relyance on his 
Providence, truſt in his Protection, and obedience to his 
Authority ; ſo that the command of being merciful as 
our heavenly father is merciful, very well Anſwers to the 
other, be perfe&t as your father which is in beaven is pers 
fe. And then, it Charity do thus draw after ir all the 
reſt of thoſe Ornaments, which diſtinguiſh good Chrilti- 
ans in a mortal ſtate, tis no wonder if it appears in the 
front of them in an immortal one, and that the Charita- 
ble men do ſhine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father. 

Thus have I endeavour to repreſent to you, as ful. 
ly as my ſhort time would permit ; the three moving 
Arguments to Charity and Compaſſion, contained in my 
Text.And what now remains, but earneſtly to exhort all 
that hear me, that they would duly and.frequently re- 
fle& on theſe things ; that they may be convinced, aftect- 
ed and perſuaded by them ? It God does give us ſuch 
encouragements as theſe, he does expect that they ſhould 


not be given in vain ; but that we ſhould carctully at- 
E tend 
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tend to them, and be regulated by them, otherwiſe they 
will be but an Article to encreaſe our condemnation ; and 
the three Sermons that this place vearly furniſhes, will 
be a triple Teſtimony that will riſe up in-Judgment a- 
gainſt us. if they do not ſoften our hearts, and melt 
us into Compaſſion. 

But God be thanked, it may be truly ſaid to the Ho- 
nour of his great Name, and to the Reputation of this 
great City, that there is a plentiful ſpring of Charity 
Howing among us, and abundance of good men are rea- 
dy to give, it they did but know how to give wilely 
and diſcreetly ; but ſhoals of vicious and idle Beggars 
fll our Streets, and call louder tor the Correfion of the 
Magiſtrate, than the Compaſſion of the people, and even 
the Charitable are afraid (and they have reaſon for it) 
that they ſhall Encourage Yice while they relieve the 
importunate. 

Now this Aſſembly furniſhes ſuch good men with un- 
ſuſpeFed Objects for the moſt abundant Charity, and 
with the moſt rational methods of diſpenſing it. The fi 
| delity and prudence of the Managers of the ſeveral Corpo- 
rations here before you. of which ſo much experience 
has been had, give a luthcient ſecurity, that what is be- 
ſtowed here, will be certainly laid out, with the great- 
eſt diſcretion, and to the greateſt Advantage; and the 
variety of poor Creatures under their jeveral care, 
gives us opportunity of gratifying the moſt different 
hamours and imclinations, Have 
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Have we a Compaſſion for poor innocent Children and help- 
leſs Orphans ; would we preſerve their Lives, and makethole 
Lives comfortable; would we bring them up in the Fear of 
God, and render them uſctul to the World, here is a Place, and 
Methods, and Objects; and nothing wanting but our Encou- 
ragement, 

Do we pity the wounded, the ſick, and the maimed, and 
would we adminiſter Balm to their Comfort ; here we may 
at preſent enliven their Hearts, by the fizhe of our Bounty ; 
and in God's due time reſtore their Limbs or their Health by * 
the application of it. 

Have we an hoſpitable Care of the Stranger, and of thoſe 
whom Neceſſity or Misfortune hath remov?'d from their Friends 
and Relations; here we may act the part of Neighbours and Re- 
{ations our ſelves ; relieve their Wants, and condutt them home ; 
and may at the ſame time exerciſe, though a harſher, yet as 
neceſſary and wholeſome a piece of Charity, in contributing to 
the CorreCtion and Conknemeat of the /ooſe and wagrant,whoſe 
Example would be contagions, and their Impunity a ſnare to 0- 
ther Men. 

Are we truly ſenſible of the pityable Condition of thoſe poor 
diſtrafted Perlons, who have not ſenſe enough to pity them- 
{:lves; our Charity may here give them, I do not ſay Meat 
and Drizk, but by the Bleſſing of Heaven, even Sexſe and ſound 
Judgment to0; and we may raiſe up, from a kind of Death, our 
lolt Brethren toa rational Lite, who will be ſure to fing the 
Praiſes of God, and of their BerefaFors.too, with their reviv*d 
Underſtandings. 

Or have we 1n the laſt place a juſt Indignation at that S/orh 
and Beggary, into which Naughtineſs and want of Diſcipline 
leads our poor Families; would we bring them to a ſenſe of 
their Daty, and 2 love of honeſt Induſtry ; would we prevent 
their being Vagabonds, or Thieves, or any thing that is worſe, 
and make them «/eful Members of the Publick ; here are the 
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Inſtruments ready, and they want but our 4/iarce to perfett 
ſo glorious an Undertaking. And we have great reaſon not 
only to be exemplary in this fort of Charity, but to be diligent 
in perſuading others to it, and earneſt in our Prayers to God, 
thar he would propagate the Example of this Czty through the 
Nation, and that he would open the Eyes of the whole K;ag- 
dom, and move their Hearts, td joyn both Hands and Purſes to 
this Reformation of the Poor ; ſince 1t 15 the trueft Compaſſion 
to their Souls and Bodies, and I may ſay, to the Peblick it ſelf, 
which groans under the Evil of their diſorderly Lives, and will 
be never well reform'd, without ſuch a Remeajy: 

The very Circamſtances of all thele plead tor them more than 
any Arguments of human Eloquence, bur not ſo much as the 
divine Rhetorick of the Text ; we owe them Love, as they are 
Men; and Pity as they are miſerable ; but*we owe them the 
moſt grateful and tender Returns, as they are Members of our 
Saviour. *Tis him we comfort, tis the bleſſed Feſas himſelf we 
relieve, in theſe diftreſſed Objedts: For ſo we mult believe, 
ſince he tells us himſelf, Verily T /ay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have 
done it to one of the leaft of theſe my Brethren, you have done it unto 

* AC, 

And yet, when all is done, the greateſt Comfort is to our own 
Souls, and our Alms return into our own Boſom. -What we ſow 
mm corruption, is raiſed in incorruption. and while we give to the 
poor and miſerable on Earth, we do but purchaſe a glorious, 
Enhecirance in Heaven. Let us therefore go on vigoroutly in 
this Duty, and-abswnd plenteoully in this work of the Lord, and 
perſevere 10 it ; as knowing that our Laboar [ball not be in vain in 
the Lord; and'if ever Coldneſs or Selfjbneſs ſhould obſtrutt our 
Progreſs, 1et/us but bring before our Eyes the Sentence in the 
Text ;-he will hardly be backward who reads this Invitation, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared: for you 
from the Foundation of the World, To whith may God of his infi. 

nite Mercy bring ns all, Amen. 
| #1 N I'S; 


